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1 0 : 1 5  A . M .  O U T D O O R   H O L Y   C O M M U N I O N  
 

We are delighted to be together again in a socially-distanced worship service. Your safety and the safety 
of all is our priority. Please do wear your masks during our worship. Also, we ask that you refrain from 
singing, as singing has been shown to be a significant contributor to the spread of COVID. Please enjoy 
the beauty of God’s beloved creation and the joy of being together in God’s name.    
 
PRELUDE 
 
OPENING HYMN: 433  We gather together                                                           Kremser 
 
St. 1:   We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing 
             He chastens and hastens his will to make known 
             The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing; 
             Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
  
St. 2:   Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
             Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
             So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
             Thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine! 
  
St. 3:      We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
             And pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 
             Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
             Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
 
 

   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Together Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Together 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 



 3 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   
 

                May God be with you.         
  

People  And also with you.          
                 Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
T H E   L E S S O N S  

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT        Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
                    
Introduction: Centuries since the completion of the conquest of the Promised Land, affairs are 
in a sorry state. Due to bad kings – called shepherds here – Judah is now subject to Babylonian 
rule, and while some Israelites have been deported, others have scattered far and wide. 
 
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
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clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good 
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will 
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the 
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant  David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 

The Word of the Lord.              
People   Thanks be to God.  
 
THE PSALM                                Psalm 100 Jubilate Deo 
 
1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
 serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 
 
2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
4 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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THE EPISTLE         Ephesians 1:15-23  
               
Introduction: Paul has written of the Father’s wisdom and insight in making known to us his 
will, his plan for completion of the restoration of the faithful to oneness with him, as told by 
Jesus. That both Jews and Gentiles share so much he sees as a milestone in this plan. 
 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 
 
                             The Word of the Lord.        
 People   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN:     460: Alleluia, sing to Jesus ( St. 1,3,4)       Hyfrydol 
 
St. 1:   Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!  His the scepter, his the throne! 
             Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone; 
             Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 
             Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by his blood. 
              
St. 3:   Alleluia! Bread of heaven, thou on earth our food, our stay! 
             Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to thee from day to day: 
             Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s redeemer, plead for me, 
             Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
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St. 4:   Alleluia! king eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own; 
             Alleluia! Born of Mary, earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 
             Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest: 
             Thou on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic feast. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL       Matthew 25: 31-46                   
 
Introduction: Jesus has just told three parables about the kingdom of heaven, the last one 
emphasizing the importance of faith in attaining entry to this blessed state. Now he speaks of 
the conduct expected of faithful people. 
 
               The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew                                             
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to 
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it 
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
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             The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                             
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
THE SERMON           The Rev. Stephanie M. Johnson   

         
THE NICENE CREED  

 
Together We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 
Jesus the Christ, you reign in glory as our King, and to you we lift our voices in prayer, saying, 
“Lord, hear our prayer.”  
 
That we may serve God with gladness and generosity, discovering his likeness in those who 
hunger and thirst, in those who are threadbare and in prison, and in those who are sick, lonely, 
depressed, sorrowful, and rejected; let us pray.  
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
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For the forgiveness of our sins, the times when we were blind to the needs of others, and deaf 
to their shout for assistance, that we may move beyond our selfish greed and love with the 
measure that Jesus loves humanity; let us pray.  
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
That the leaders of our Church may receive the immeasurable greatness of God, seeking the 
holy way with every step they take, guiding the faithful and those who have strayed into the 
glorious dwelling place of divine love; let us pray.   
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For the sea and the dry land, molded by the Creator’s imagination, that we may cherish the 
gifts they bring forth, and be good stewards of their fragile ecosystems; let us pray.  
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
That the sin of division may be lifted from family life, and from wherever it fractures the bonds 
of affection or movements toward peace, that forgiving what is past and trusting in God’s 
future, we may work to reveal the kingdom in our time; let us pray. 
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
That the righteous dead may live into eternal life, and that those who have gone astray may 
receive the mercy of the Maker; let us pray.   
 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Rejoicing in the reign of Christ over all creation, let us continue our prayers for; Tom, Darrell, 
Pam, Greg, John, Will, Beatrix, Bruce, Pierce, Vivian, Alan, Melissa, Anne, Janet Margie, 
Norm, Mary, Beryl, Gail, Clare, John, Jan, Roland, Joseph, Kathy Annie, Clara, Caro, Beth, 
Madison, Lynn, Joan, Jerry, Cath, George, Robert, Joey. And for those who serve in the Armed 
Forces especially Karl, Jack, Matthew, John, Kendall, Mike, Mitchell,  
 
The Officiant adds a concluding Collect. 
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THE CONFESSION   
  
Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept. 
 
Together Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 
Offertory hymn: 304:  I come with joy to greet my Lord( St 1 - 4)  Land of Rest 
 
St.1:  I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, 
  In awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me. 
 
St. 2 I come with Christians far and near to find as all are fed, 
 The new community of love in Christ’s communion bread. 
 
St. 3: As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
 That love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends. 
 
St 4: And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, 
 Is in such friendship better known: we see and praise him here. 
  

        
         T H E    H O L Y   C O M M U N I O N 

From Enriching Our Worship  
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Celebrant    May God  be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People          It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in 
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you 
called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in 
the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the 
sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup 
of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, 
a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Paul and all 
your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
 All        Therefore let us keep the feast                          
 
The priest will come to each parishioner to distribute communion. Please receive the host after 
the priest walks away. If you prefer not to receive communion please cross your arms over your 
chest.  
 

Those not receiving communion may say the following prayer for spiritual communion  
 

God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of the  
altar you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the faithful  
through all the generations; grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy mysteries,  
though unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be moved by your  

indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving presence, reshaping in  
your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last into the fullness of your 

glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord, Amen.   
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Communion hymn: 325: Let us break bread together on our knees              Let us break bread 
 
St. 1:   Let us break bread together on our knees.  
             Let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain: When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun; 
                O, Lord, have mercy on me. 
   
St. 3:   Let us praise God together on our knees. 
             Let us praise God together on our knees. 
             (Refrain) 
 
Duet:                               Lauda, Laudate (Pax-communion,”Mass”)   L. Bernstein 
 
 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  
 
 Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer over the pledge cards 
Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful and life-giving: These 
cards represent our work, they represent our lives, they represent our dreams. The pledges 
which we make on them are but tokens of the awesome gifts that have been given to us and 
they are pledged in thanksgiving for all that we have received, for all we have been inspired to 
be, for all we are challenged to become, in this place. May they be the first fruits of all we have 
and not what we have left over, so that we may live out as best as possible how you give to us. 
May we see them as our offering to you, sacred, holy, yet earthy, filled with possibilities. May 
we hold this image in our hearts and our minds so as we watch our offerings each week come to 
your table, we can see our very selves being part of this offering. It is us on the table, living 
sacrifice to you. Amen. (the Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel Diocese of Olympia) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
FINAL BLESSING  
 
CLOSING HYMN:  716: God bless our native land                                                  America 
 
St. 1:    God bless our native land, firm may she ever stand 
              Through storm and night 
              When the wild tempests rave, ruler of wind and wave, 
               Do thou our country save by thy great might. 
  
St. 2:   For her our prayers shall rise to God, above the skies: 
             On him we wait; 
             Thou who art ever nigh, guarding with watchful eye, 
             To thee aloud we cry, God save the state! 
 
DISMISSAL   

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 POSTLUDE  
 

       Worship leaders 
 

 Lector: Amy Butler  
     

  Cantors: Kayla Faccilongo, Amanda Levetown 
 

Greeter:    Rob Sherman                    
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Announcements 
 

 This Sunday you are invited to take home one of the gold or silver goodie bags containing 
an Advent Wreath Ring Candle Holder (without greens) 4 candles and an activity booklet 
designed to help enrich your Advent experience. Finding new ways and reclaiming old 
rituals to observe and celebrate the holidays at home will be even more important this year- 
and St Paul's is here to help make you and your family's Advent journey, a more blessed 
one! 

 
 Beginning next Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent, we will begin the Living Compass 

program.    Please contact Rev. Stephanie if you would like to participate.   
 

 Evening prayer will not be held this Thursday because of Thanksgiving.  
 

 Our stewardship campaign, Faith-filled Generosity, has launched and pledge cards have 
been mailed.  Please mail your pledge card or pledge on-line on our website as the vestry 
begins to develop the 2021 budget.   If you did not receive a pledge card please email 
hello@stpaulsriverside.org to request one.           

 
 The Annual Lion’s Grapefruits - `The fruits are late but they are in! All the money raised 

from this fundraiser is sent to about 30+ needy organizations in and around the area.  Cases 
are $26.00 for each. Choose from 20 grapefruits per case or 40 organs per case or 
both!   Cases can be purchased in front of Wells Fargo in Old Greenwich. Home deliveries 
can also be made. Please call Dave Bonney at (860) 977-2166 for more information. 
 

 Our Neighbor to Neighbor food drive continues on Thursday mornings from 10am and 12 
pm.  If you would like to volunteer to help please go to our website to sign up or use sign 
up genius https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e45a4ab2ea4fa7-neighbor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hello@stpaulsriverside.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e45a4ab2ea4fa7-neighbor
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