
 

January 6, 2020. Feast of Epiphany 

A prayers vigil for our nation  

A prayer for peace  (BCP) 

Almighty God, kindle, we beseech thee, in every heart the 

true love of peace, and guide with thy wisdom those who 

take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquillity 

thy dominion may increase till the earth is filled with the 

knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

(Light the first candle)  

A prayer for the human family (BCP) 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us 

through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole 

human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 

infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; 

unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 

confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in 

your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 

harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

(light the second candle)  

For our nation (amended)(BCP) 

Almighty God, We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 

ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 

Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 

pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 

from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Endue 

with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust 

the authority of government, that there may be justice and 

peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we 

may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. 

In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 

and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; 

all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



(light the third candle) 

 

 Thanksgiving for our Nation (amended) (BCP) 

 

Almighty God, giver of all good things: 

We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. 

They restore us, though we often destroy them. 

Heal us. 

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They 

make us rich, though we often exploit them. 

Forgive us. 

 

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong and peaceful. They are 

models for us, help us to follow them.  

Inspire us. 

 

 

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we 

have been faithless again and again. 

Renew us. 

 

Help us, O Lord, to finish the work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and 

prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime. Help us to seek justice. And hasten the day when 

all our people, with many voices in one united chorus, will 

glorify your holy Name. Amen. 

 

(Light the 4th candle) 

 

Reflection on Poem by Howard Thurman:  

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

 



 

For the night ahead 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, 

the strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: 

We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly 

beseech thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we 

pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through him who 

died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 


