
 

Musical Intro:   
Alexander Constantine, Director of Music, Second Congregational Church 

 

Welcome:   
Rabbi Chaya Bender, Temple Sholom 

 

Invocation:  
President of GFC Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz, Temple Sholom 

 

Open Your Ears, O Faithful People:  
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, First Congregational Church 

 

Cycle of Psalms: 
Psalm 4, The Rev. Marek Zabriskie, Christ Church Greenwich 

Psalm 23, The Rev. Canon Suzanne M. Culhane, The Episcopal Diocese of Long Island 
Psalm 121, Rev. Patrick Collins, First Congregational Church 

 

Reflective Improvisation:   
Alexander Constantine 

 

Congregational Prayers: 
Mourner’s Kaddish, Rabbi Chaya Bender 

Lord’s Prayer, The Rev. Carol Bloom, Diamond Hill United Methodist Church 
 

Personal Meditation and Prayer 
 

Isaiah 40: 1-11:   
The Rev. Daniel Haugh, Round Hill Community Church 

 

Prayer for a Pandemic:   
Mareta Hamre 

 

A Prayer for Healing of Healer:  
Rabbi Jordie Gerson, Greenwich Reform Synagogue 

    
Heal Us Now:   

Cantor Sandy Bernstein, Temple Sholom 
 

Closing Night Prayer:   
The Rev. Stephanie M. Johnson, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

 

Priestly Blessing 
 

Benediction:   
VP of GFC The Rev. Dr. Heather Wright, Stanwich Church  

 

Musical Outro:  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
 



 



 
For the leader; with instrumental music. A psalm of David.  

Answer me when I call, O God, my vindicator! You freed me from distress; have mercy on me and hear my 

prayer. 

You men, how long will my glory be mocked, will you love illusions, have recourse to frauds?      Selah. 

Know that the LORD singles out the faithful for Himself; the LORD hears when I call to Him. 

So tremble, and sin no more; ponder it on your bed, and sigh. 

Offer sacrifices in righteousness and trust in the LORD. 

Many say, “O for good days!”  Bestow Your favor on us, O LORD.  

You put joy into my heart when their grain and wine show increase. 

Safe and sound, I lie down and sleep,  for You alone, O LORD, keep me secure. 

 

 
A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I lack nothing.  

He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me to water in places of repose;  

He renews my life; He guides me in right paths as befits His name. 

Though I walk through a valley of deepest darkness, I fear no harm, for You are with me; Your rod and Your 

staff—they comfort me.  

You spread a table for me in full view of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my drink is abundant. 

Only goodness and steadfast love shall pursue me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of 

the LORD for many long years. 

 

 
A song for ascents. I turn my eyes to the mountains; from where will my help come?  

My help comes from the LORD, maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot give way; your guardian will not slumber; 

See, the guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps! 

The LORD is your guardian, the LORD is your protection at your right hand. 

By day the sun will not strike you, nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will guard you from all harm; He will guard your life. 

The LORD will guard your going and coming now and forever. 

 



 
Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’mei raba b’alma di-v’ra 

chirutei, v’yamlich malchutei b’chayeichon 

uvyomeichon uvchayei d’chol beit yisrael, ba’agala 

uvizman kariv, v’im’ru: “amen.” 

Y’hei sh’mei raba m’varach l’alam ul’almei almaya. 

Yitbarach v’yishtabach, v’yitpa’ar v’yitromam 

v’yitnaseh, v’yithadar v’yit’aleh v’yit’halal sh’mei 

d’kud’sha, b’rich hu, 

l’eila min-kol-birchata v’shirata, tushb’chata 

v’nechemata da’amiran b’alma, v’im’ru: “amen.” 

Y’hei shlama raba min-sh’maya v’chayim aleinu 

v’al-kol-yisrael, v’im’ru: “amen.” 

Oseh shalom bimromav, hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu 

 

 

 

 



 

Our father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 
"Console, console My people," says your God. 
Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her, for she has become full [from] her host, for her iniquity 
has been appeased, for she has taken from the hand of the Lord double for all her sins. 
A voice calls, "In the desert, clear the way of the Lord, straighten out in the wilderness, a highway for 
our God." 
Every valley shall be raised, and every mountain and hill shall be lowered, and the crooked terrain shall 
become a plain and the close mountains a champaign. 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh together shall see that the mouth of the Lord 
spoke. 
A voice says, "Call!" and it says, "What shall I call?" "All flesh is grass, and all its kindness is like the blos-
som of the field. 
The grass shall dry out, the blossom shall wilt, for a wind from the Lord has blown upon it; behold the 
people is grass. 
The grass shall dry out, the blossom shall wilt, but the word of our God shall last forever. 
Upon a lofty mountain ascend, O herald of Zion, raise your voice with strength, O herald of Jerusalem; 
raise [your voice], fear not; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!" 
Behold the Lord God shall come with a strong [hand], and His arm rules for Him; behold His reward is 
with Him, and His recompense is before Him. 
Like a shepherd [who] tends his flock, with his arm he gathers lambs, and in his bosom he carries 
[them], the nursing ones he leads. 
 



(Originally offered by Cameron Wiggins Bellim, a mom from Seattle) 
Loving God, 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between  
preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen. 

 
 

 
May the One who blessed our ancestors 
Bless all those who put themselves at risk to care for the sick 
Physicians and nurses and orderlies 
Technicians and home health aides 
EMTs and pharmacists  
And bless especially / an individual or other categories of health workers/ 
Who navigate the unfolding dangers of the world each day,  
To tend to those they have sworn to help. 
Bless them in their coming home and bless them in their going out.  
Ease their fear. Sustain them. 
Source of all breath, healer of all beings, 
Protect them and restore their hope.  
Strengthen them, that they may bring strength; 
Keep them in health, that they may bring healing. 
Help them know again a time when they can breathe without fear. 
Bless the sacred work of their hands. 
May this plague pass from among us, speedily and in our days. 

--- Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, March 2020 





 
 

“God, it is night. 
 

The night is for stillness. 
        Let us be still in the presence of God. 
 

It is night after a long day. 
        What has been done has been done; 
        what has not been done has not been done; 
        let it be. 
 

The night is dark. 
        Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of 
        our own lives rest in you. 
 

The night is quiet. 
        Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 
        all dear to us, 
        and all who have no peace. 
 

The night heralds the dawn. 
        Let us look expectantly to a new day, 
        new joys, 
        new possibilities. 
 

In your name we pray.  Amen. 
(New Zealand Prayer Book, P. 184)  
 

 

 

 

 

May God bless you and keep you 
May God cause the divine light to shine upon you and be gracious to you 
May God turn toward you, and grant you peace 
 
 
 
 
 


