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The First Sunday of Advent           November 28, 2021                   8:00 & 10:15 AM    

 

Baptism Window, St. Paul’s Riverside 
photo credit Bob Barolak 

 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

200 Riverside Ave. Riverside, CT 06878     
Tel:  203-637-2447   

www.StPaulsRiverside.org 
 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church:  "We share God’s love, serve our community and care for the world around us."  
 

http://www.stpaulsriverside.org/
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Holy Eucharist Rite I – 8:00 A.M. 

The service begins on page 323 of The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

Salutation and Collect for Purity                              (BCP, page 323) 

Trisagion           (BCP, page 324) 

Gloria           (BCP, page, 324) 

Collect of the day         (BCP, page 159)  

First Reading              Jeremiah 33:14-16   (see page 4) 

Psalm 26          (see page 4) 

Second Reading                          1 Thessalonians 3:9-13   (see page 5) 

Sequence hymn: 640   Watchman, tell us of the night  Aberystwyth 

Gospel       Luke 21:25-36    (see page 7) 

Sermon             The Reverend Stephanie Johnson 

Nicene Creed          (BCP, page 326) 

Prayers of the People                              (BCP, page 328)    

Confession of Sin and Absolution                         (BCP, page 331) 

The Peace                       (BCP, page 332) 

Offertory Sentence           

Offertory hymn: 454      Jesus came, adored by angels                            Lowry 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer II)                      (BCP, page 340)  

The Lord’s Prayer                      (BCP, page 336) 

The Breaking of the Bread & Prayer of Humble Access          (BCP, page 337) 

Prayer after Communion                        (BCP, page 339) 

Announcements and Blessings          (see page 17) 
 
Dismissal             (BCP, page 339) 
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November 28, 2021        Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist Rite II       10:15 AM 
 

We are glad you have joined us this morning.  If you are visiting or looking for a new church home, please 
introduce yourself to the clergy or an usher. Children are welcome and encouraged to participate in our worship. 

To be placed on the email list for our weekly e-News or to learn more about St. Paul’s, please fill out the card 
found in your pew and place it in the offering plate or give it to an usher following the service.  To learn more 

about us, please see our web-site: StPaulsRiverside.org. 
Please silence your cell phones 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Prelude 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   

Reader:  Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning.  The 
  first candle is HOPE.  

The candle is lit.  
   
People:  We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. ~Psalm 33:20  

Reader:  Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to  hope. Give us  
  grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this  community, and for the world. 
  Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption  and hope. Amen.  
 
(Please stand) 
  
Opening Hymn:  59:    Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding                                           Merton 
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People : And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Celebrant     There is one Body and one Spirit. 
 People :        There is one hope in God’s call to us. 
  
Celebrant    One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism. 
People :        One God of all. 
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Celebrant     May God be with you.  
People         And also with you.  
 
Celebrant:    Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the 
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading              Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
Jeremiah spoke of God’s love for humankind at a time when the citizens of Jerusalem had suffered great 
adversity. He has predicted that the city will be rebuilt. Now he foretells that the line of kings of which 
David was the founder will continue. 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The 
Lord is our righteousness." 

                      
Reader:      The Word of the Lord.  
People :     Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 25:1-9 

Ad te, Domine, levavi 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
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3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 (10) Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

 
 

The Epistle         1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Paul has heard of the persecution of Christians living in Thessalonika. He has sent Timothy to 
comfort them in their adversity. Timothy has returned with news of the steadfastness of their love 
for Christ and for one another, and also for him as he faces persecution. 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 
whatever is lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 
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for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.    
   
Reader:    The Word of the Lord.  
People:     Thanks be to God.  
 
All stand 
 
Sequence Hymn: 640    Watchman, tell us of the night                                Aberystwyth 
 
Holy Gospel           Luke 21:25-36 
                      
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Our reading is part of Jesus’ answer to two questions: when will the Temple is destroyed? What signs 
will there be that this is about to happen? People expected calamities at the end of the age, but Jesus tells 
us that he – the Son of Man – will come from heaven at that time. 
 
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then 
they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near." 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who 
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

Deacon:         The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:          Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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Sermon                                        The Reverend Stephanie Johnson  
 
Hymn: 296    We know that Christ is raised and dies no more      Engelberg 
    

 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates   

(10:15 AM service) 
 
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Parents and Godparents: I present Ralph Clark McDermott, to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and 
life? 
Parents and Godparents: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
Parents and Godparents: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Parents and Godparents:  I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?  
Parents and Godparents: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Parents and Godparents: I renounce them. 
 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Parents and Godparents: I do. 
 
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Parents and Godparents: I do. 
 
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Parents and Godparents: I do. 
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Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
People: We will. 
 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant. 
 

The Baptismal Covenant  
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers ? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
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Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity of all creation? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Let us now pray for these children who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Send them into the world in witness to your love.  
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power 
of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving over the water 
 
May God be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 
creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 
promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 
Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 
everlasting life. 
 
We thank you, God, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share 
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your 
Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 
cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.  To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Baptism 
 

Ralph, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Ralph, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. Amen 
 
Ralph, receive the light of Christ, and carry it forth into the world in witness to his love.  Amen 
 
Let us pray. 
Heavenly God, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your 
servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in 
your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a 
spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People: We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
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Peace  
Celebrant:    May the peace of God be always with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 

Please exchange a safe sign of peace with your neighbor. 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 
The Congregation sits  
 
Offertory Anthem: 
     
Doxology (sung) please stand  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
  
Preface and Great Thanksgiving    (Enriching our Worship I, Prayer 2) 
Celebrant  May God  be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant   We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your 
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, 
as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 
fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings 
through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing 
 
Sanctus  WLP 858               Land of Rest 
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The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 
might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke 
bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 
draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for 
him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks 
to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who 
was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your 
Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you 
have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with Mary and Paul  and all your saints, from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the 
world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
 
All:  Amen              S 147 
(The Celebrant then continues,) 
  
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 
Celebrant and People   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread   (A period of silence is kept.)     
      
All (sung)  
Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   S 154 
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Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
All are invited to receive Communion. Should you not wish to receive, you are welcome to receive a 
blessing If you prefer a blessing please indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. 
 
Communion Anthem:         
 
Communion Hymn: 454      Jesus came, adored by angels                                           Lowry 

Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant and People   God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life. you have united us 
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Announcements and Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn: 68    Rejoice, rejoice believers                                                   Llangloffan 
      
Dismissal 
 
Deacon: Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Postlude:     Savior of the nations, come       J.S. Bach   
   
 

Congratulations to Lauren and Peter McDermott and big brother George on the baptism of their son 
and brother this morning. 

 
Serving Today 

Usher 8 am:  Carl White 
Lector 10:15 am:  
Usher 10:15 am:  

Acolytes:  Connor DeVries, Nate Smith, Cara Anderson 
 
 

Notes on the Service: Commentaries to our Bible readings are taken from the Anglican Diocese of 
Montreal Bible Study website. 
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The Week Ahead 
 

Monday - Women’s AA meeting in the Library, 7PM 
Tuesday - Advent Bible Study- Writing through Advent, 10:30AM, Library/zoom hybrid                 

Wednesday - Middle School Youth Group, 5:30PM, Selleck Hall 
Thursday - N2N food Drive, 10:-11:30AM, parking lot  

        Evening Prayer, 7:00PM, via zoom 
 
,    

Announcements: 

 DATE CORRECTION FOR KIDS IN CRISIS.  Please bring gifts unwrapped with tag 
attached to church no later then December 5th.  Please place gifts in the red and green bin outside 
the church office.  GIFTS WILL BE DELIVERED TO KIDS IN CRISIS ON DEC. 5 right after 
the 10:15am service.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!!    Any questions, please 
contact Blakely Stinebaugh - blakleystinebaugh@gmail.com or Deacon Liz  - 
liz.skaleski@stpaulsriverside.org 
 

 After four years of being part of our congregation and a faithful volunteer, Deacon Liz will be 
leaving us on December 5. We have been very blessed with her presence - her warm and generous 
heart, her love of the people here and her passion for doing good in the world. A celebratory 
brunch will be held on December 5th after the 10:15 service. We are also collecting a purse to wish 
her goodspeed in her future. Please note “Deacon Liz” in the memo in your checks.    

 
 YOU DID IT ST. PAUL’S!! A big thank you goes out to all of you who donated so generously 

to buy turkeys, gift cards and sides for the folks at Inspirica.  Sydney DeLago at Inspirica told us 
they were able to surpass packing 1,000 bags thanks to St. Paul’s generous donations. This is the 
most bags they have ever packed!  People will have a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner and some 
great leftovers in the weeks ahead. What a blessing this is for them!  Also, we could not have 
done this without Paul Lindemeyer, Dan and Barbara Jackson, Dave Bonney, Madeleine 
DeVries and John O’Neill who so graciously stepped up to assist in this effort.  Thank you St. 
Pau'ls for all that you do! We are all doing God’s work in the world!  Deacon Liz+ 

 
 

 Two adult education offerings are being given for Advent.  On Sunday mornings, December 5, 12 
and 19th at 9:15 in the Library,  we will jump into Living Well through Advent.  A weekly 
reflection on the lectionary readings about healing for the mind, body and soul.  Tuesday 

mailto:blakleystinebaugh@gmail.com
mailto:liz.skaleski@stpaulsriverside.org


15 

Morning Bible study at 10:30 will be "Writing through Advent" a new Bible Study program to 
reflect, draw and doodle ideas and thoughts about our spiritual journeys through the lens of the 
weekly Bible readings.  Booklets for both programs  are available to take home for individual 
reflection if you aren't available to join in person. Please check in with Reverend Stephanie or 
Ann Post, Director of Christian Education.   
 

 

 
 
 

The season of hope and expectations at St. Paul's, Advent 2021 

Advent Worship Service every Sunday at 8 AM and 10:15 AM with lighting of the Advent wreath at the 
10:15 AM service. 

 
St. Nick's Program for youth, Saturday, December 4th from 10 AM - 12 PM (registration required) 

 
 Longest Night Service, December 21st at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary 

 
 Christmas Eve Services, 2 PM Family Service with Pageant.  

5 PM Candlelit Service with Choir and Orchestra (live streamed) 
 

Christmas Day Service at 10:15 AM. (live streamed) 

 
Christmas Lessons and Carols Service, December 26th, live streamed from the Cathedral 
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St. Paul’s is a parish in the Episcopal Church of Connecticut 
The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Ian T. Douglas, Bishop Diocesan 
The Right Reverend Laura Aherns, Bishop Suffragan 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Clergy and Staff   
The Rev. Stephanie M. Johnson, Rector 

The Rev. Elizabeth Skaleski, Deacon 
Andrew Ogletree, Lay Pastoral Associate 

Ann Post, Director of Christian Education 
David B. Johnson, Director of Music 

Elizabeth Schrohe, Parish Communicator 
Lisa Adorno, Director of The Day School 

Beth Crimmins, Day School Communicator 
Luis Mendoza, Sexton 

 
 

St. Paul’s Vestry 
Holden Sibley, Senior Warden 

Christine O’Neil, Junior Warden 
Christopher Carter, Treasurer 

Jo Marie Halsey, Clerk 
Members at large:   

Mary Kate Anderson, Bill Howland, Charlie Wardell,  
Skip Parker, Wendy Browning-Lynch,  

Amy Butler, Sarah Gleeson 
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