
 

 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
            April 11, 2021                   

                                                                                   10:15 AM 
 
 
Prelude                         Improvisation on Puer Nobis     
 
Opening Hymn:  193:           That Easter Day with joy was bright          Puer nobis 
 
St. 1:   That Easter Day with joy was bright, the sun shown out with fairer light, 
  When, to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord. 
 
St. 2: His risen flesh with radiance glowed; his wounded hands and feet he showed; 
  Those scars their solemn witness gave that Christ was risen from the grave. 
 
St. 3: O Jesus, King of gentleness, do thou thyself our hearts possess;  
  That we may give thee all our days the willing tribute of our praise. 
 
St. 4: O Lord of all, with us abide in this our joyful Eastertide: 
  From every weapon death can wield thine own redeemed forever shield. 
 
St. 5: All praise, O risen Lord, we give to thee, who, dead again dost live; 
  To God the Father equal praise, and God the holy Ghost, we raise. 
 
Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People        The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
Together with Celebrant*  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no  secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria in excelsis   
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
                                
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 
Celebrant Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's 
Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading         Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great 
power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 
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Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 133(sung) 

Ecce, quam bonum! 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 

6.  Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 

The Epistle              1 John 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this life 
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with 
the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
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say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Reader               The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
All stand 
 
Sequence hymn:  490:   I want to walk as a child of the light          Houston 
 
St. 1: I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus 
  God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
 
Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all.  The night and the day are both alike. 
     The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
 
St. 2: I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
  Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. 
(Refrain) 
 
St. 3: I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
  When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
(Refrain) 
 
 
Holy Gospel                            John 20:19-31 
Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
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you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Sermon                                   The Rev. Stephanie Johnson 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.   
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.   
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
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Prayers of the People 
 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Peace  
Celebrant The peace God be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Sentence 
 
Offertory hymn:  306:  Come risen Lord and deign to be our guest Sursum corda 
 
St. 1:   Come risen Lord and deign to be our guest; nay let us be thy guests; the feast is thine;   
           Thyself at thine own board make manifest in thine own sacrament of bread and wine. 
 
St. 2: We meet, as in that upper room they met; thou at the table blessing, yet dost stand; 
            “ This is my body”; so thou gives yet; faith still receives the cup as from thy hand 
 
St. 3:  One body we, one body who partake, one church united in communion blest; 
           One name we bear, one bread of life we break, with all thy saints on earth and saints at rest. 
 
St. 4:   One with each other, Lord, for one in thee, who art one Savior and on living head; 
            Then open thou our eyes, that we may see; be known us in breaking of the bread. 
 
Doxology 
 
Great Thanksgiving, Enriching our Worship I  
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
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Celebrant   It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy.  
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing. 
 
   
Remain standing or kneel 

The Celebrant continues 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  
 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your 
bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see 
your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and 
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 
 
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your 
promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, 
made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. 
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
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Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this 
wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that 
we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring 
us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 
that with Paul, Mary and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for 
ever.  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  
 
 
The Celebrant then continues   As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray 
 
Celebrant and People    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into  temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread   (A period of silence is kept.)    
 
Fraction anthem                   S 154 
 
Alleluia!  Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
All (including children) are welcome to come to the altar rail to receive communion or a blessing.  
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you need to have communion brought to you in the 
pew, please advise an usher. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 
Prayer after Communion 
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Celebrant and People   Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Announcements and Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn: 178:      Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord  Alleluia No. 1 
 
Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
               Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
 
St. 1: Jesus is Lord of all the earth, He the King of creation (Refrain) 
 
St. 2: Spread the good news o’er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. (Refrain) 
 
St. 3: We have been crucified with Christ. Now we shall live forever. (Refrain) 
 
St. 4: Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our savior. (Refrain) 
 
Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Postlude        “Christ Lag in Todesbonden”          J.S. Bach 
 
      
 

Lector: 
     Cantors:  Sue Grele,  Skip Parker 
     Usher 
 
 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Clergy and Staff   

The Rev. Stephanie M. Johnson, Rector 
                       The Rev. Elizabeth Skaleski, Deacon 

Andrew Ogletree, Lay Pastoral Associate 
    Ann Post, Director of Children’s Ministries 

  David B. Johnson, Director of Music 
                                  Elizabeth Schrohe, Parish Communicator 

Lisa Adorno, Director of The Day School 
Beth Crimmins, Day School Communicator 

Luis Mendoza, Sexton 

  

  

   

  St. Paul’s Vestry 
             Holden Sibley, Senior Warden                 

                              Christine O’Neil, Junior Warden 
                Christopher Carter, Treasurer 

              Jo Marie Halsey, Clerk 
                                    Mary Kate Anderson, Bill Howland,  
                                            Charlie Wardell, Skip Parker                                                                                                                                                                  

Wendy Browning-Lynch,  
      Amy Butler, Sarah Gleeson 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                            

                                

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
200 Riverside Ave. Riverside, CT 06878     

Tel:  203-637-2447   
www.StPaulsRiverside.org                              

 


